FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

the rebels and the foreign armies on December 23rd, 1938, over a
territory one-tenth the size of Poland, did not succeed in thrusting
the Republican troops into France until February gth, 1939.
Madrid withstood more than two years of siege. For over two
weeks in 1936, the Republican air force had only one pursuit-plane
for the whole of loyalist territory. The figures quoted later in this
book can give no real idea of the disparity between the war
material which the Republic eventually succeeded in acquiring
after tremendous efforts, and that used by Germany and Italy
throughout the course of the war. Apart from Russia, from whom
she was able, for a time, to buy arms, Republican Spain had no
great Powers at her side to supply her with men and munitions
and to promise not to withdraw them until she had fully regained
her sovereignty. The only "assistance" received from Paris and
London was the Non-intervention Agreement, which deprived
her of her means of self-defence and proved itself a monstrous and
deliberate farce. Alone, abandoned to their fate, with no prospect
of any immediate change in the international situation, the
Spanish people fought for nearly three years against the armed
might of the totalitarian States.

It would be both unjust and in bad taste for a Spaniard, in
praising the heroism of his own countrymen, to attempt to dis-
parage the resistance of Poland against the tremendous forces of
Germany, The defence of Warsaw was a glorious achievement
that will be recognized in the annals of world history. The sacri-
fices made by the Poles betoken a spirit of independence so intense
that the resurrection of Poland is not only demanded by justice,
but dictated by natural law. A nation whose capital can go down
bravely fighting, as Warsaw did in the last days of her death
agony, is not destined long to disappear from the map of
Europe.

My one desire is to show what it would have meant to the
Western democracies to have had in Spain a certain ally ready to
defend the liberty and dignity of Europe against all attempts at
domination and oppression. If, as I have said, Republican Spain
had not been defeated, the present war would never have begun.
Just as in September 1938, if the energies used in forcing Prague